Source of material
The title compound was obtained as the major product by the reaction of a mixture of 1,2,3,4-tetra-0-acetyl-a//S-L-rhamnopyranose with ethyl mercaptan in the presence of BF3 · Et20 in CH2CI2 solution [1] , Isolation of the desired product by fractionated crystallization of the crude product from petrol ether and ethyl acetate afforded the title compound as colourless crystalline blocks. NMR spectroscopic data showed values according to the literature [2] .
Experimental details Η atoms were located on difference Fourier map, but refined with fixed individual displacement parameters, using a riding model with d(C-H) ranging from 0.96 to 0.98 Â. In addition, methyl groups were allowed to rotate but not to tip.
Discussion
The absolute configuration of the crystal structure of the title compound could be determined by anomalous dispersion characterized by the Flack parameter of χ=-0.15(17). The result is in accordance to the absolute configuration expected by the synthetic pathway. The sulphur contacts were clearly identified as SI-C5 and SI-C13 with distances of 1.833(4) Â and 1.824(6) Â, respectively. The crystal structure is stabilized by a number of weak * Correspondence author (e-mail: j.pietruszka@fz-juelich.de) 
